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Learning About Foreign Countries by
Understanding Japanese Culture

This year, the ESS Club has carried out various
activities on the theme of "learning about other
cultures by understanding Japanese culture".
Speaking and having fun in English is core to
ESS but being able to talk about Japan in
English is essential for cross-cultural communi-
cation. Besides meeting twice a week, we also
do research, write essays, practice pronuncia-
tion, and freely communicate in English.

In the first term, we made videos about Japa-
nese culture in English. Topics included the
history of kendo, Japanese ways of cooling
down, and unique Japanese games. After
proofreading and pronunciation practice, Jap-
anese subtitles were added and displayed to
all at the entrance of the school. At the school
festival, we conducted research on regions of
Japan, created posters in English, and exhibit-
ed them with interactive quizzes.
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In the second term, we had an online
exchange with Yeosu Samil Junior High School
in South Korea. Both schools compiled ques-
tions to ask each other in advance and
prepared answers with slides. We discussed a
plethora of topics, from Japanese anime to
economic trends. To close, we had a free
exchange about each other's school rules; it
was very exciting.
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